Fabulously Great News!!!!!

The Maryland General Assembly passed the Public Art Bills by an overwhelming majority (House 133-0-Senate 42-3)  April 11, 2005.  

This could not have happened without the help of all the members of the arts community across the state who contacted their legislators to urge them to vote for the bills.  Your support was outstanding!!!!

Call, email, and/or write the Chairmen and members of the Senate BUDGET AND TAXATION COMMITTEE, the House APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE, the sponsors and your own State legislators today, and thank them for voting for 

House Bill 749 / Senate Bill 793

The effort to create this legislation was spearheaded by Comptroller William Donald Schaefer.  Please thank him as well!!!!!!!!!

These companion pieces of legislation create a public art program for Maryland.

· The bill as passed establishes a fund to support the commissioning of works of art in conjunction with new state facilities and, on a discretionary basis with an equal match, at other public facilities around the state.

· While funding is not mandated, it is the expressed intent of the General Assembly that the Governor will provide annual funding of up to $1 million.  Funding of individual projects will be determined by a Public Art Commission to be appointed by the Secretary of the Department of Business and Economic Development. 

· The program will be administered by the Maryland State Arts Council.

Sponsors include:

House Bill - Delegates Richard Madaleno, Maggie McIntosh, Adrienne Jones,    Melony Griffith, and Elizabeth Bobo.

Senate Bill – Senators Ida Ruben, Nathaniel McFadden, Gwendolyn Britt, 

Richard Colburn, Ulysses Currie, Roy Dyson, Nathaniel Exum, Jennie Forehand, Brian Frosh, Rob Garagiola, John Giannetti, Lisa Gladden, Leo Green, Sharon Grosfeld, John Hafer, Paula Hollinger, Verna Jones, Delores Kelley, Rona Kramer, Gloria Lawlah, Thomas Middleton, Donald Munson,  Paul Pinsky, and Leonard Teitelbaum.

Contact Information:

Comptroller William Donald Schaefer, P.O. Box 466, Annapolis, MD. 21404  

email----wdschaefer@comp.state.md.us

Senate Budget and Taxation Committee

(mailing address for each:  Maryland State Senate, Annapolis, MD 21401)

Senator



County


Phone



Currie, Ullyses (Chairman)*

Prince George’s


(301)858-3127

Hogan, Patrick



Montgomery


(301)858-3686

Brinkley, David



Frederick


(410)841-3704

DeGrange, James



Anne Arundel


(410)841-3593

Jones, Verna*



Baltimore City


(410)841-3612

Kasemeyer, Edward


Howard 



(410)841-3653

Kramer, Rona*



Montgomery


(301)858-3625

Lawlah, Gloria*



Prince George’s


(301)858-3092

McFadden, Nathaniel*


Baltimore City


(410)841-3165

Munson, Donald*


Washington


(301)858-3609

Ruben, Ida*



Montgomery


(301)858-3634

Schrader, Sandra



Howard



(410)841-3572

Stolzfus, Lowell



Somerset, Wicomico,







Worcester

(410)841-3645

* indicates sponsor of SB793

House Appropriations Committee

(mailing address for each:  Maryland House of Delegates, Annapolis, MD 21401)

Conway, Norman (Chairman)

Somerset, Wicomico,







Worcester

(410)841-3407

Branch, Talmadge


Baltimore City


(410)841-3257

Aumann, Susan



Baltimore


(410)841-3258

Barkley, Charles



Montgomery


(301)858-3001

Bates, Gail



Howard



(410)841-3556

Bohanan, John



St. Mary’s


(301)858-3227

Cadden, Joan



Anne Arundel


(410)841-3421

Clagett, Galen



Frederick


(301)858-3436

DeBoy, Steven



Baltimore


(410)841-3328

Eckhardt, Adelaide


Dorchester, Caroline,






   Talbot, Wicomico

(410)841-3343

Edwards, George



Garrett, Allegany, Wash.

(301)858-3435

Franchot, Peter



Montgomery


(301)858-3460

Gaines, Tawanna



Prince George’s


(301)858-3058

Griffith, Melony*



Prince George’s


(301)858-3557

Haynes, Keith



Baltimore City


(301)841-3263

James, Mary-Dulaney


Harford



(410)841-3289

Jones, Adrienne*



Baltimore County


(410)841-3391

Leopold, John



Anne Arundel


(410)841-3206

Levy, Murray



Charles



(301)858-3325

Madaleno, Richard*


Montgomery


(301)858-3130

Niemann, Doyle



Prince George’s


(301)858-3326

O’Donnell, Anthony


Calvert, Charles, St. Mary’s
(410)841-3314

Paige, Jeffrey



Baltimore City


(410)841-3263

Proctor, James



Prince George’s


(310)858-3083

Stocksdale, Nancy


Carroll



(410)841-3371

Turner, Frank



Howard



(410)841-3246


* indicates sponsor of HB749

Sample letter:

Dear____________;

Thank you for  supporting H749/SB793—Legislation to create a Public Art Program for Maryland.  I look forward to seeing and being inspired by the works of art that will be created as a result of this program across the state in years to come.

The support of the Maryland State Legislature for the arts has enhanced the quality of life for all of us.

Thank you.
